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No, But Try Pointed Questions 

Lynn K. Wilder 

Two gangly 19-year-olds in crisp white shirts and dark suits carrying the Book of Mormon 
bounded up onto our front porch. Smiling broadly, they said, “We bring a message about Jesus 
Christ. May we mow your lawn?” 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS) is missionary focused. My husband, 
Michael, and I were looking for a Bible-believing church. Assuming the Mormon church was 
one, we joined. After 30 years of leadership—I was a tenured professor at Brigham Young 
University—God called us out of the Mormon church when our son Micah challenged us to read 
the Bible in the same way a child would. 

All our sons served LDS missions. Please—engage these missionaries when they knock. Love 
them, feed them, and teach them the gospel of grace from the Jesus of the Bible. Micah was 
converted by just such an encounter while on his Mormon mission. Confront them? Not if you 
can avoid it. The Book of Mormon teaches that contention is of the Devil. 

These missionaries will use the same religious words that biblical Christians use, but the words 
do not have the same meaning. The Godhead is not the same. Jesus, grace, Atonement, heaven, 
salvation, none of it. So avoid religious speak. 

Mormons do not completely trust the Bible. Christians should have on hand the historical and 
archeological evidence that proves its people, places, and events. The Book of Mormon has no 
such corroborating evidence. With missionaries, ask questions and when confronted with a 
teaching contrary to the Bible, kindly point it out. 

Present Scripture up against LDS doctrine in a way that causes these missionaries to pause. 
Unveiling Grace has a doctrinal comparison chart to utilize with missionaries. Know your own 
testimony and Bible verses that impact you, and recognize what is not biblical. Read online the 
missionary guidebook Preach My Gospel. Courteously ask pointed questions. Watch for 
departure from the orthodox Christian faith: Both God the Father and Jesus appeared to Joseph 
Smith and have bodies of flesh and bones? Doesn’t that make them separate gods? The Bible 
teaches that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are the same divine being. 



There was a great apostasy and the church fell away until Smith restored it? Refer to Matthew 
16:18: “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not overcome it.” If Jesus said that, how could there be a falling away for 1,800 
years? 

Has Jesus always been God? Read John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” Wait a minute. If he was God from the beginning, he can’t 
have worked his way to godhood as Mormon scripture teaches. 

The Bible is often not translated correctly? Jesus himself says in Matthew 24:35, “Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” 

What worked for me? The Word. 

 

Lynn K. Wilder is author of Unveiling Grace: The Story of How We Found Our Way Out of 
the Mormon Church and coauthor of 7 Reasons We Left Mormonism. 
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